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Senate Votes io Bar Identification or decret Agents
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o 'By DAVID SHRIB‘»!AN

Y7 Spucial i ToeNew York Times
WASHINGTON, March 17— The Sen-

ate-today joined the House of Repres
sentatives in approving an amendment -

that:wrould make it illegal for individu.
als,~including journalists, to-identify
American intelligence agents if they

had “‘reason to believe” that the disclo- ';'.'

sure would harm Amenenn lntelhsence
activities, . -7 B o

" ‘Y . .
N t L "'.sa.

The amendment, whlch was offersd’
by Seriator Join H. Chafee; Republican
of Rhode Island, would make it a crime
to ¥hgage in a *“‘pattern of activities””
that wrould identity American intelli-
gence personnel. The measure passed
by a5&t039 margin.

In approving language virtuany iden-
tical to that passed in the House in late
September. the Senate adopted 3 less
stringent standard for prosecution than
its Jydiciary Committee had recoms-
mended. Under the version: passed
.tcda?’wmdx has strong White House

could be prosecuted |-
evetht they did not intend to ““impair or
impede" American intelligeuce activi.
ties. !

’I'ﬁ‘e’mésure, which was almed ata’

‘series” of intelligence newsletters but
woul
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telligenca Agaxcy oﬂloers by Phlhp
Agee, a former agency employee who
has written books about the agency, and
by assertions by American intelligence
officials that theidentification of agents
restricted their activitis or exposed

Toda s appmval ot Ahe Chafee
i amendgent to the'intelligence identi-

ties protection act came after an in-
tense lobbying effort by the Administra.
tion. Vice President Bush, himseif a for-
mer Director of Central Intelligence, |-
resided over the vote and was credited |
y.-supporters of the amendment for
winning at least six uncommitted votes.
» The action was swiftly condemned by
press and public interest groups. John
H.F. Shattuck, Washington director of
the' American Civil Liberties Union,.
called the approval of the amendment
¥*a devastating blow to freedom of the
press” and said his group was pn
for court action to challengeit. ‘
“The bill provides for a fine of as much }.
,assxsooo and three years’ impris«m-
-ment, . . 5
" The’ language that _was adopted
wlierby the Judiciary Committee, by

a 9 to 8 vote, was directed at pexsons

datfect the general press as well, | } who identified American: intelhgence

was prompted by the disclosure of the
identities ol more than 1 OOOCentzalm-

e D e forei "‘m“wm:"a’“&“ " of
e foreign vities” ot
theUmtedStam. by sty W st
=~ The concept of outlawtng the publica~

: tion of agents’ names has broad
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support
on Capitol Hill. The debate focused in-:
stead on the Chafee proposal, which
called for prosecution of:’*any person
- who, incomsaotpauemotactivmesm-
“tended:to.identity and-expose covert
agents and with reason tq believe such.
activities would impair. orimpede for-
eign . intelligence -activities®” “.of the
Umted States og,“disclosas identity of a
; covertagent,” J sy i a5
;_ :;\el:ritlaSay'l‘ooEuytoconvicL X 3
" Critics of the pmgosa.l said. that t.he
*“reason .to: believe’, standard” would |
tmakeitwomytoeonvlczan!ndividd

ual becauso lt eould exoose to pmsecu-‘!
tion those who publish the identity ofan
agent in the course of an article that
was. not intended to jeopardize Ameri.
-can intelligence activities or expose an{:
Amencan agentto physunl harm.

© Senator Chafee said the bill posed no
threat to general-circulation newspa.
pers and magazines: *'I don"t think the

nab everybody,”” he said..*The legiti-
‘mate press has a.lways shown. tremen-
dwsrestrain » o X ~_~r ...

But Jack C. La.nda.u, director of the-
Rfe&orters Commxtttelg for the Freedom
of the Press, one of the groups-that has
led the battle - against - the Chafee:
amendment, said the measure was "un-
coanstitutional.’” - - g

“The First Amendment only pemits
the conviction and jailing of news peo-,
ple for publishing information whichi
.. does a direct, immediate and xrrepanj
ble injury to the national security,” b
said, *‘and does not permit prosecutio
for dxsclosmg information -which

i merely embarrassing or causes some!

dxscommrtto the Govemment o T{x

- The Senate still was. considering nn
‘amendment from Senator Bill Bradley,
Democrat of New Jersey, that would re-
strict prosecution to those engaged in a
“‘pattern of activities® whose “main di:|
rection®’ is-.“to !denury and expoaa cov-r
ertagmts R < I :

] ,),-—-, '-’-i.ﬁ'i": . -«y”‘_ . '.';.
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